
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Increased Risk of Accidents: Safety procedures and protocols are 
in place for a reason – to protect you from harm and minimize the 
risk of accidents. When you take shortcuts by bypassing these 
procedures or ignoring safety guidelines, you develop bad safety 
habits and significantly increase the likelihood of an accident.  

 
Compromised Quality of Work: Contrary to popular belief, 
shortcuts rarely lead to improved efficiency or productivity in the 
long run. In fact, taking safety shortcuts often leads to subpar 
workmanship and compromised quality and increases the 
likelihood of errors, defects, and rework.  

 Legal and Regulatory Consequences: Ignoring safety protocols 
not only puts your well-being at risk but also exposes your local 
government to potential liability. 

 
Erosion of Trust and Morale: Taking safety shortcuts can erode 
trust among team members and undermine morale within the 
organization. Conversely, when you prioritize safety and hold 
yourself and others accountable for following procedures, it fosters 
a culture of trust, respect, and collaboration. 

 
Personal and Professional Consequences: Stay focused and 
aware of complacency, which often leads to dangerous shortcuts. 
By being consistent in prioritizing safety through informed decision-
making, you not only protect your well-being but also those you 
work with.  

Avoid Safety 
Shortcuts 

LEARN MORE WITH THESE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

• Texas Department of Insurance Safety @ Work On the Job Safety Fact Sheet 
• Texas Department of Insurance Safety @ Work Videos: No Place for Complacency – Keep Safety 

Active 

In a fast-paced work environment, it's understandable that we might sometimes feel pressured to cut corners to 
meet deadlines or save time. However, taking safety shortcuts while on the job can have significant risks and 
consequences. While shortcuts may seem harmless or expedient in the moment, they can lead to serious 
injuries, damage to property, and even loss of life. Read on to learn why shortcuts are a bad idea. The perils of 
taking safety shortcuts are far-reaching and profound. By prioritizing safety above all else, you not only protect 
yourself and others from harm but also uphold the values of professionalism, integrity, and responsibility. 

https://www.tdi.texas.gov/pubs/videoresource/fsonjobsafety.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipU40QH0Z8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipU40QH0Z8w

