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Overall, the life-safety hazard of roadway incidents compared to that of
structure fires

Much less
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Emergency Responder Safety Institute









7 © A wnRACK FIBE |

Are any of these heads sufficiently protected from
the hazards the roadway poses?
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Flying Roadway Debris
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These kinds of risks drove the concrete
division of Bethesda, Md.-based Clark
Construction—which performs wark
in public roadways and requires its flag-
gers and other traffic control workers to
be ATSS5A-trained—to require all of its
employees to trade hard hats for safety
helmets five years ago.

“Hard hats do an excellent job of protecting
against falling objects," said Seth Randall,
safety director for Clark’s concrete divi-
sion. “We have come tofind outits falling
employees that need protecting as well.”

A growing number of general contrac-
tors and some of the nation’s transporta-
tion departments are seeing a mismatch
between the hard hats theirworkers have
worn for decades and the true injury
risks their employees face on job sites.

N

As a result, they are replacing hard hats
with safety helmets, which hawve foam
padding to protect the head against
impacts from multiple directions, and
chin straps to keep the helmet in place
if a worker falls or gets hit by an object.

The Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) is among the public agencies
making the switch. As of this summer,
VDOT had field-tested the safety helmets,
and was awaiting delivery on its first
arder of 500, according to VDOT spokes-
person Emily Wade.

OWVERDUE FOR REDESIGN

George Stallings, a manufacturer repre-
sentative in the commercial construc-
tion and industrial safety markets and
a partner in Martinsburg, W¥a.-based
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Specification for Protective Helmets
Worn by Pedestrian Roadway
Workers



My goal is mass nationwide of
roadway helmets for all that
work on the roadways
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